Data from a national surveillance system were used to compare the rate of occurrence of substantiated child maltreatment, the characteristics of child victims, and the characteristics of their perpetrators between military and nonmilitary populations. Results indicate that overall rates of child maltreatment are lower in military families compare to nonmilitary families; however, rates of child maltreatment in the military increased following deployment.
LIMITATIONS
Other unmeasured variables may be influencing results. For example, other ecologic factors (improved child maltreatment reporting systems) or stressors other than deployment may be present in military families. Only substantiated cases of maltreatment were used in this study; the actual rate of maltreatment may be higher due to under reporting or lack of substantiation. This study only included substantiated cases of child maltreatment in Texas and results may not be generalizable to other states.
AVENUES FOR FUTURE RESEARCH

Future research could:
Explore branch specific differences in rates of maltreatment based on changes in deployment, especially Guard and Reserve families experiencing deployment without the same level of access to support services Examine individual differences of military families that are adversely affected by the stress associated with deployment Investigate whether the trends observed in this study extend beyond 2003
ASSESSING RESEARCH THAT WORKS Design Excellent
Research Plan and Sample
Methods Excellent
Measurement and Analysis
Limitations Few
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